[image: image1.png]LIBRARY JOURNAL




July 1, 2011

Segal, Nancy L. Someone Else’s Twin: The True Story of Babies Switched at Birth. Prometheus. Aug. 2011. c.250p. photogs. ISBN 9781616144371. $25. PSYCH

Twin studies have proven to be a valuable tool for assessing the influence of genetic factors on individual traits and behavior. Here, however, Segal (psychology, California State Univ.; Entwined Lives: Twins and What They Tell Us About Human Behavior), who has an extensive research background in twin studies (and is a twin herself), provides a novel twist on the traditional nature vs. nurture debate. Though other twin scenarios are reviewed, the main focus is a case study of three young women from the Canary Islands who faced the trauma of being switched at birth. Segal covers the complex issues arising from such a scenario—which may affect approximately 20,000 children annually in the United States—including maternal/paternal certainty, infant ID systems, long- and short-term best interests of children, damage assessments, and effects on other family members. Several of these issues may affect other planned and less dramatic forms of collaborative parenting. Original research forms the basis for this book, but the reporting style is more journalistic than technical. Comprehensive notes accompany the text. 

VERDICT: Authoritative and accessible, this is recommended for public libraries and professional collections serving counselors, advocates, and administrators concerned with this unique form of malpractice.

—Antoinette Brinkman, M.L.S., Evansville, IN
